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IN COMO’S 25TH ANNIVERSARY
YEAR, BENJAMIN PARKER
NAMES THE ESSENTIAL 25 COMO
EXPERIENCES TO ENJOY,
FROM SECRET SURF BREAKS IN
THE MALDIVES TO WILD CAMPING
IN THE PEAKS OF BHUTAN

In 1991 the world was changing: the internet went public, apartheid officially ended in South Africa, and the USSR began its
break-up. And in a quiet corner of London’s most elegant neighbourhood, a new hotel was born: The Halkin by COMO.
With its emphasis on design, The Halkin was the progenitor of the 1990’s boutique hotel revolution, and was an instant favourite with
international guests seeking sleek service and discretion at the heart of London.
Since opening 25 years ago, The Halkin has exemplified COMO’s impulse to be the best in class. Charted here are 25 other COMO
experiences that do the same.

T H E M A L DIV ES - Surfing
'Farms': To the south-west of
Maalifushi, where the surf crowds are
virtually non-existent, COMO guests
can access the ‘Farms’ break. Only
30 minutes away by speedboat, the
legendary lines of corduroy waves
don’t break every day, but when they
do it becomes a perfectly contoured
right-hander. Instruction is available
from the Tropicsurf team based at
the resort, with a half-day expedition
session priced from US$295.

C ARI B B E A N - Kayaking Inland Waterway:
The Bonny Creek Kayaking Waterway – named
after pirate and 18th century visitor Anne Bonny
– offers a new way to experience the private
island of Parrot Cay in the Turks and Caicos.
Beginning at the South Dock of the resort,
the waterway stretches two-and-a-half
miles through the island’s wetlands, with
kayaks providing a close-up look at
the island’s rich ecosystem. Look
out for leatherback sea turtles and
brown pelicans.

LONDON - Taste of San
Sebastián: At Ametsa with
Arzak Instruction, the UK’s only
Michelin-starred restaurant
serving ‘New Basque’
cuisine, dining is an art.
This light-filled restaurant
at the heart of The
Halkin, is renowned for
innovative twists added
by Elena Arzak and her
father Juan Mari, who
pioneered the original
Arzak in San Sebastián. Try
the eight-course tasting menu,
from £105 per person.
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LONDON - Yoga Sessions
in Hyde Park: Hyde Park the green heart of London
- is just metres away from
Metropolitan by COMO. Views
of the park fill the windows on
the hotel’s Park Lane side. Where
better in the capital for a summer
session of outdoor yoga?
Classes are led by a team
of resident experts as well
as some of the city’s top
yoga practitioners. A private
60-minute session costs £100.

MIAMI - Artisan gin in Miami Beach: At Metropolitan
Miami Beach, the Traymore gin bar – the first of its kind in
South Beach – elevates casual cocktails into something
special, backed by a wall of more than 30 artisanal gins.
Head bartender Jack Araque’s innovative libations are
built on three pillars: gin, tonic, garnish. The one to try:
‘Traymore 1939’ featuring Nolet's gin, rosemary syrup,
orange curacao, grapefruit and pomegranate.

BALI - The Holy Source:
COMO Shambhala Estate, located
in the Ayung jungle close to Ubud,
nurtures holistic wellness. The tranquil
location plays an important part in how
therapists work with guests. The
gardens are built around The
Source, a 1,000-year-old
sacred spring of rejuvenating
water. A Balinese blessing
ceremony, under supervision
from a local priest, costs
US$600 per ceremony for up
to eight people.

LONDON - Intuitive
Counselling with Susan
King: Intuitive counsellor
Susan King, has been
helping clients look at their
lives a new perspective for
over 20 years. Susan uses a
visualisation process that explores
past, present and future. She can
help deal with complicated issues
including relationships, career problems,
financial stress and anxieties. Available by
appointment at COMO Shambhala Retreat
at the Metropolitan in London, sessions
cost £185 for 60 minutes.

CA R IB B E A N - City and Sea: With
two hotels within short proximity
to each other, it’s easy to soak
up Miami’s city vibe and an
island escape in the Turks and
Caicos in one trip. Metropolitan,
Miami Beach offers access
to shopping, contemporary
art and museums. A short
90-minute plane journey to
Providenciales, and the bone
white beaches of the Turks
and Caicos await at Parrot
Cay, lapped by cerulean
waves.

B HUTA N - Shooting
Arrows: In Bhutan you’re unlikely
to miss the sight of people, young
and old, practising archery. It’s the
national sport. Contests take place
all the time in towns and villages,
while arrows are often laid at shrines
as tributes to local gods. At Uma
by COMO Paro, guests can enjoy
this sport on the hotel’s private
archery field. Tuition is available.
Regular competitions are also held
so guests can put their skills to
the test.

A NDA MA N S E A - COMO
Beach Club: Opened in
November 2015, COMO Beach
Club adds a new dimension to
Point Yamu in Phuket. Situated on
Naka Yai Island, just a 40-minute
boat transfer from Yamu Pier, the
Beach Club features a restaurant
and bar serving simple grilled food,
a salt-chlorinated pool and 13
private salas, complete with seating
area, daybed and private bathroom.
There are also two COMO
Shambhala treatment salas.

AU S T RAL I A - Margaret River
Wine Tours: With the brand
new COMO The Treasury in
Perth, the wider Western
Australian state is easily
accessible for guests.
Head 160 miles south to
the Margaret River region
with over 5,000 hectares
under vine and more than
200 wineries. Many of the
producers here are smaller,
boutique wineries. The hotel’s
concierge can arrange tours
of their vineyards and the chance
to taste some of Australia’s
finest vintages.

C ARI BBE AN - Snorkelling
for Sand Dollars: In the Turks
and Caicos, where Parrot Cay
is located, clear shallow reefs
mean there is always plenty to
see without the need to scuba
dive. The protected waters at Fort
George Cay — also known as
Sand Dollar Island — are ideal for
beginners, while a trip to Iguana
Island combines three island
highlights: beachcombing, wildlife
watching and snorkelling. Guided
snorkelling trips start from US$130
per person (children aged six to 10
are half price).

BAL I - Bebek Betutu Feasts:
Bebek betutu is a popular,
elegantly presented dish
of steamed duck, eaten
during Balinese feasts. It
takes 24 hours to cook
and can be extremely
spicey. It is usually served
alongside crispy fried
peanuts and Indonesian
samba. At Uma
Ubud, guests can
enjoy bebek betutu
on special occasions
— notably when
celebrating the Hindu
festival of Galungan.

IN D I A N O C E A N - Meet the
Marine Biologist: Cocoa Island
takes the fragile health of the Maldives’
ecology very seriously. This commitment
manifests itself in different ways, with
many of the initiatives driven by resident
marine biologist, Nathaniel Stephenson.
Each day, he joins Cocoa Island’s sunset
cruise excursion – with a fully crewed
boat offering the chance to see dolphins
at play – for scientific studies on the
marine mammal population around
South Malé Atoll.

B A N G K O K - Thailand on a
Plate: Six years after opening
at Metropolitan, Bangkok, David
Thompson’s award-winning restaurant
nahm still commands a wait list for
reservations. It’s Thompson’s ability
to breathe 21st-century life into
traditional Thai dishes‚ combining
the hot, salty, sour, sweet flavours of
this cuisine — and serve them with
thought-provoking flair. A perennial
highlight of the menu: a devilishly hot
jungle curry made with Thai
freshwater fish.

B AN GK O K - Strike a Yoga Pose: Metropolitan
Bangkok provides sanctuary from the
urban madness with regular yoga
sessions led by some of the city's
leading-edge teachers. The hour-long
classes are suitable for both accomplished
yogis and beginners. Yin and yang yoga
targets deep connective tissue to regulate
energy flow, while vinyasa flow yoga
teaches the power breathing has on
movement. For slow stretching, try gentle
flow practice, or hatha yoga, which aims for
a healthy body and peaceful mind
through asana, pranayama and meditation.
Hotel guests and Bangkok denizens
fill the classes.

HIMAL AYA S - Bhutan
Camping Trek: COMO
has perfected its immersive
Bhutan experience with privately
guided five-, seven- and nine-night
camping treks across this Himalayan
Kingdom. Itineraries include
visits to Bhutan’s landmark
attractions, such as the
gravity-defying Tiger’s Nest
Monastery, and the Temple
of the Divine Madman.
Each trek is bookended with
stays at Uma Paro and Uma
Punakha, meaning COMO’s
luxury touch is never lost.

HIMAL AYA S Sangchhen Dorji
Lhuendrup Nunnery
Visit and Nobgang
Monastery: The Sangchhen
Dorji Lhuendrup Nunnery,
located in the Punakha Valley
close to Uma Punakha, is a highlight
of any trip through Bhutan. It’s home
to one of the biggest bronze statues of
Avalokiteshvara, a bodhisattva embodying
infinite wisdom, and was created entirely
by local artisans. The temple complex also
houses a higher learning and meditation
centre for nuns.

THE MALDIVES - An Intimate
Sandbank Dinner: Make the most
of Cocoa Island’s secluded sands
with an unforgettable meal under
a canopy of stars. An intimate
dining table can be set up on the
resort’s eastern sandbank, a quiet
area where you’re left with only
a gentle sea breeze. A personal
butler serves a five-course meal
– which could include seared
fresh kingfish followed by a rack of
Australian lamb – washed down with
a bottle of chilled Champagne. The
sandbank dinner for two costs US$599,
including a bottle of Champagne.

MIA MI - New World Symphony:
COMO has partnered with the
New World Symphony for
their 2016 season, allowing
guests at Metropolitan Miami
Beach to see the orchestra
up-close. Tickets are available
at the hotel for private rehearsal
viewings, as well as a tour of the New
World Center, the New World
Symphony’s home. Limited
‘After Hours’ is also on offer,
allowing guests to access
exclusive events each
season.

P HUK E T - Sea Canoeing in Phang
Nga Bay: The limestone karsts of
Phang Nag Bay are a dramatic
sight from afar – enough to form
a backdrop to the 1974 James
Bond movie, Man With a Golden
Gun. Guests of Point Yamu can
see them close up with guided sea
canoe excursions, which open up
hidden coves in this otherworldly
marinescape. Once you’ve scoured
the calm waters, hop back onto
the accompanying boat for
dinner before watching the sun
set over the Andaman Sea.

P E RTH- Rottnest Island Trip:
Rottnest Island, 12 miles from
Perth, is easily accessible from
COMO The Treasury. Board a
fully-crewed yacht from the
Barrack Street Jetty to circle the
island while enjoying a private
barbecue, or head further out for
game fishing. Bikes are the best to
get around (the island is only seven
miles long). Other lures include
Rottnest’s famous quokkas (cute
marsupials, around the size of
a domestic cat), swimming,
snorkelling and a climb to
Wadjemup Lighthouse.

BAL I - Mount Batur
Freewheeling: From Uma, Ubud,
guests can explore the contours of
this island with a leisurely freewheel
from the edge of the Mount Batur
crater. Despite the dramatic start,
this is a relaxed ride with ample
time to take in daily village life.
There are four or five steep (but
short) uphill sections but the ride is
mainly on quiet tarmac lanes. The
freewheel goes virtually all the way
back to Uma Ubud. This guided
excursion takes four to five hours
and costs Rp 975,000.

PH U KE T - Play by COMO:
Play by COMO, for children aged
four to 12, is so much more than
childcare. Thoughtful, intelligent
staff co-ordinate activities and
excursions that help little ones
gain as much as grown-ups from
Point Yamu’s location, while keeping
the emphasis always on fun.
Highlights include flying the
kite you’ve made yourself,
Thai dance, a trip to the
gibbon rescue centre, yoga,
and the chance to learn the
local language. Open from 9am
to 6pm every day.

T H E M AL D I VE S - Swimming
With Giants: Between June and
October, plankton-rich water attracts
manta rays to the eastern side of Cocoa
Island in South Malé atoll, which is safe
snorkelling territory. At Maalifushi in Thaa
Atoll, staff have discovered a small
population of hammerhead sharks
that can be seen during the North
East monsoon, from December
to March. Early morning
hammerhead dives are conducted
on request, available only to
Advanced and EANx divers.
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